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Pascal Riviale (1991) produced a two volume dissertation summarizing the work of French scholars involved in
anthropology, ethnography, and archaeology in Peru from the beginning of Peruvian independence in 1821 up until
World War 1. From the commentary, it is clear that not only does this volume trace individual scholars, and institu-
tions involved in archaeologically-related research, but it develops a number of general intellectual themes as well.
Riviale has recently ( 1996) extracted a portion of his dissertation relating to the events leading up to the founding of
the Society of Americanists, Paris, in 1895. Because he is focusing in this case on the origin of a specific organiza-
tion, he concentrates on exegesis of the institutional antecedents from 1821 onward.

In this argument, the most important institution in the first half of the 19th century was the Museum d’ Historie
Naturelle de Paris. This museum printed a guidebook for travellers with instructions for items desired for their
collections, and also sponsored individuals as “correspondents™. The guidebook, “Instructions générales pour les
voyageurs”, was first published in 1818; included in the list of items indicated needed for the museum were weapons,
tools, clothing, and other artifacts of primitive industries of living and past peoples. Later specific cultures were
highlighted; thus the 1860 edition particularly indicated an interest of collecting items relating to the “extinct race” of
the “Mound Builders” of North America, as well as those relating to the “high civilizations” of Peru and Mexico. In
order to better control collections from the correspondents, the museum established the * in 1842. A number of well-
known scholars, such as Brasseur de Bourbourg, Castelnau, Crequi-Montfort, de Perigny, Weiner, etc. were spon-
sored; in all the section sponsored 13 missions to Peru between 1878 and 1912; 8 missions to Bolivia between 1843
and 1938; 10 missions to Brazil between 1843 and 1938, and 8 missions to Guiana between 1878 and 1912, as well
as smaller numbers of missions to Argentina, Chile and other South American countries.

The next major institutional player of importance to this theme was the Société d’Ethnographie Américaine et
Orientale, founded in 1859, one section of which later evolved into the Société des Americanistes, Paris. The roots
of this group go back to 1857, when Brasseur de Bourbourg, Leon de Rosny, and Alfred Maury proposed “un societe
americaine”. They were unable to obtain a critical mass at that point, but their ideas became the basis of the 1859
Société d’Ethnographie Américaine et Orientale. By 1863, there was a small Comité d’Archaéologie Américaine
established within the society, which by 1873 was raised to an independent Section Américaniste. The group of
scholars in the Comité were instrumental in establishing the first International Congress of Americanists, held in
Nancy in 1874. The strength of this group was a major factor in the survival of the Intemational Congress of
Americanists in its first decade or more. In 1895, the Comité officially separated from the Société d’Ethnographie
Américaine et Orientale, to become the Société Americaine de France (later the Société des Américanistes). The
journal of the Society was modeled after the earlier Revue d’Ethnographie (published 1882 to 1889) in which the
earlier Comité had had a major voice.

Although the Riviale’s 1996 article only relates to the founding of the journal, from information referred to in its 49

endnotes it is evident that Riviale’s 1991 dissertation will be an absolutely essential resource for anyone interested in
the history of French institutions and individuals involved in South American archaeology.
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