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The history of archaeology in the United States (and elsewhere) is fraught with examples of real and imag-
ined conflicts of interest between academics, professionals and government officials on the one hand and
their local counterparts of amateur archaeologists, newspaper reporters, artifact speculators and just inter-
ested cisizens. Florence Lister has reconstructed the story (still ongoing by the way of the interplay of
opposing schools of thought as it involved archaeology in the Durango, Colorado, vicinity. Given a subject
beset with emotions, acquisitions, misrepresentations, rumors, name calling, mistrust, and occasionally,
cooperation between the parties involved, the author has presented the fascinating history of Durango
archaeology in a documented, readable and unbiased book that derives much of its value by calling forth
archival material that has until now been unavailable or has existed as nebulous oral tradition.

To elaborate on the history of Durango archaeology as presented by Lister might encourage some of you to
think a review can replace a good read—I will not go into great detail in order to avoid that pitfall. However
a non-inclusive list of people involved in this story should peak curiosity because the actors in this drama
include: J. 0. Brew, Robert F. Burgh, Helen Sloan Daniels, A. E. Douglass, Isaiah Ford *Zeke” Flora, Harold
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S. Gladwin, Emil W. Haury, James A. (Al) Lancaster, Robert H. Lister, Earl H. Morris, Jesse Nusbaum, and
last but not least, the much publicized mummy called “Esther.”

Zeke Flora and Esther are central figures in this drama. Zeke “excavated” Esther from “Federal Lands”,
claimed her as his own and thus became involved with government officials and academicians. But, Zeke
had his supporters in the local newspaper editor, many Durango area citizens and even Harold S. Gladwin,
who employed Zeke for periodic work in the Durango area for Gila Pueblo.

The current discussions of the role and relationships of Cro-Magnon Homo sapiens and Neanderthals is not
new to Durango archaeology. Zeke, in a series of radio talks, newspaper articles and letters advocated the
existence of “Durango Man” as a Neanderthal. E. A. Hooton and Carleton Coon get cited and misquoted in
this matter.

The interpretation of the early Basketmaker occupations in the Durango vicinity is, however, the main
source of aggravation between the Flora and professional camps. Here Florence Lister gives a thought-
provoking presentation of the philosophies of the day regarding the responsibilities of academicians to share
their thoughts and findings with the interested, tax-paying public. This discussion has definite ramifications
in today’s world and its even-handed documentation is important both historically and as these situations
continue to plague fund raiding and research today.

I dealt with Zeke Flora briefly in the mid-1960s. He was dogmatic, single-minded and energetic. He caused
aggravation and also stimulated research, if for no other reason than to attempt to produce evidence that his
viewpoint was not absolutely correct. The book cover photo of Zeke Flora shows him in a typical pose—
steely-eyed and exposing artifacts with his favorite excavating tool, a butcher knife.

Today, Durango, Colorado, has a city archaeological committee and a “‘code” involving cultural resources
within city boundaries. How we got to this point is historically important and fun reading.
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