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VII. Announcements/Sources Relating to the History of Archaeology

The Tozzer Library, Harvard University has released Anthropological Literature on Disc in CD-Rom format. The indices to the
literature uses G.K. Hall’s and Company’s “CD Searcher” software and is fully networkable at no additional charge. The
database is updated monthly. Each annual update includes all records from the previous disc plus an additional year’s indexing.
For further information about Anthropological Literature on Disc, please contact G.K. Hall and Company, 866 Third Avenue,
New York, New York 10022. '

Pamela J. Smith and David Van Reybrouck have sent word of the death of Sir Grahame Clark (Cambridge University), A terrible
loss to the archaeological world. Pamela Smith also sent word of a celebratory exhibition in the honor of the life of Professor Sir
Grahame Clark (“Professor Sir Grahame Clark and the Fenland Research Committee™) which is currently being held in the
University Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge University, England. from 4 November 1995 on. The
exhibition is a biographical tribute to the life of Clark and contains many photographs and documents relating to his archaeologi-
cal career. Those interested in the exhibition should contact the University Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology for further

information. The exhibition was made possible by Lady Clark, Pamela Jane Smith, Alison Gascoigne and Christopher
Chippindale.

GETTY GRANT PROGRAM AWARDS A PROJECT PREPARATION GRANT TO
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND THE ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION
LABORATORY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA FOR EARTHEN
PLASTER STUDY AT MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK

The Architectural Conservation Laboratory of the Graduate Program in Historic Preservation at the University of Pennsylvania is
pleased to announce that the Getty Grant Program has awarded a matching $42,350 Project Preparation Grant to the National Park
Service to work with the Architectural Conservation Laboratory at Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado, during 1995-96. The
full funding of $84,750 will be used to develop a conservation master plan for the survey, analysis, stabilization and interpretation
of the prehistoric mud plasters of Mug House at Mesa Verde National Park. The 13th-century Anasazi cliff dwellings of Mesa
Verde rank among the most famous and significant of native American prehistoric sites. They are one of the few North American
properties to be listed as a World Cultural Heritage Site.

Mug House, a stone ruin on Wetherill Mesa in the Paik, has been selected as the model site to carry out this project. The complex
is an excellent example. of the many cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde National Park and was carefully excavated and documented
from 1960 to 1966. Furthermore, Mug House contains some of the most intact plain and painted prehistoric wall and floor
plasters in the American southwest, including a kiva with decoratively painted plaster of exceptional quality.

Phase 1 of the work has been underway since the summer of 1994 with funding from the National Park Service through a coop-
erative agreement with the University of Pennsylvania. The initial phase has included the assembly of archival reports on past
stabilization of the site and bibliographic research on North American prehistoric plasters and mural paintings. Selected sample
plasters have been analyzed to determine their composition, properties, and sources of the components and finishes. The Geity
Grant now funds Phase 2, which will develop and implement a model documentation and suNey program for the existing condi-
tions of the plaster and masonry. An environmental monitoring plan will also be established. A third phase will eventually

implement a pilot conservation reatment program that will include stabilization and presentation of the plain and ornamented
Pplastess.

The Mug House plaster stabilization project will involve the disciplines of archaeology, architecture, and conservation to preserve
a unique cultural resource. The preservation of architectural ruins in prehistoric and historic sites presents difficulties related to
the process of conservation in situ and the presentation and interpretation of a ruined site to the public. Despite earlier practices of
complete or selective removal of architectural plasters and finishes from ruins and archaeclogical sites, the present preferred
solution is conservation on site to enable preservation of the ruin as a whole. This project will be one of the first to develop
comprehensive, long-range, conservation techniques for extant plasters in a ruined North American site using computer-aided

35


brianhole
Typewritten Text
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/bha.05213


documentation and graphic recordation and materials analysis. In addition to establishing a comprehensive conservation program,
the investigations will provide a greater underssanding of Anasazi architecture and culture. The project will bring together
archaeologists, conservators, and architects under the direction of Frank G. Matero, Associate Professor of Architecture and
Director of the Architectural Conservation Laboratory at the University of Pennsylvania and Kathleen Fiero, Archaeologist at
Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado. The Getty Grant Program and the cooperative agreement between the National Park
Service and the University also provides field and laboratory training and academic fellowships for graduate students in the
Historic Preservation Program at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA.

Stephen E. Nash (Department of Anthropology, University of Arizona) has begun doctoral research on the development and
expansion of archaeological tree-ring dating during the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s. - The dendrochronological research conducted
during this period was undertaken by a relatively small cohort of scholars, most of whom were trained by the founder of tree-ring
dating , Dr. A.E. Douglass of the University of Arizona. This cohort conducted research at a time when paper records and
correspondence were the primary, if at times the only means of scholarly communication. The National Science Foundation
Anthropology Program has generously provided funding for an archives analysis of documents produced by the Laboratory of
Tree-Ring Research (University of Arizona), the Museum of Northern Arizona, the Laboratory of Anthropology (Santa Fe), and
the Gila Pueblo Archaeological Foundation, as well as individual researchers including Florence Hawley Ellis, James Louis
Giddings, and others. The proposed multilayered, controlled comparison and analysis of (1) sample acquisition records, (2)
unpublished documents, and (3) the published research record, is intended to illuminate facets of the development of archaeologi-
cal tree-ring dating that are not available through analysis of the published record alone. The research will permit a clearer
understanding of how the development and application of the first absolute dating technique available to North American archae-
ologists changed the way in which archaeological research was conducted. The research may therefore facilitate an improved
understanding of the processes by which anthropologists incorporated new techniques and data in their investigations.

Peter Robertshaw sent word of a retrospective article by J. Desmond Clark about his career in African archaeology early in 1995.
Hisnote arrived in plenty of time to be included in the May 1995 (5[1]) issue of the BHA but the Editor inadvertently left it out
and apologizes for i omission. Clark’s article was published in the 1994 (volume 23) issue of the Annual Reviews in Anthrapol-
ogy.
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PROFESSOR SIR

GRAHAME CLARK
AND THE
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RESEARCH
COMMITTEE

a celebratory exhibition in the
University Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology
Downing Street, Cambridge

open from 4 November 1995
2-4 weekdays, 10-12.30 Saturdays

all welcome





