VI. Activities of Various Academic Gatherings Relateil to the History of Archaeology

Michael R. Eddy (Department of Archaeology, University of Manchester, Manchester England sends notice of
several items relating to the history of archaeology. In latz March 1992 the Universidad Menédez Pelayo
(based in Santander, northern Spain) held a conference on the Canary Island of Tenerife entitled “The Canary
Islands and Maritime Migrations Before the 16th Century’ to address the question of Old World expansion into
the Atlantic prior to the first Spanish voyages of “discove 'y”. Several of the papers and much of the discussion
focussed on the Spanish, the European, need to portray th:mselves as “progressive” discoverers.

In March 1993 a follow-up conference was held on the island. Entitled “Illusion and Reality in the History of
Atlantic Exploration”, the gathering examined the ways iin which European expansion into the Atlantic has been
portrayed and how historians and archaeologists have em»loyed their material in order to fit the accepted image.
Speakers included the Duchess of Medina Sidonia on the documentary evidence for pre-Columbian voyages;
Marcos Martinez of La Laguna University (Tenerife) on the classical sources for Atlantic voyaging; Michael R.
Eddy of Manchester University, UK, on the influence of Nazia and Falangist scholars in the Canary Islands
(geographically a key to the whole question); and the Car:arian journalist Jaime Rubio Rosales considered the
political use of archaeology and history in the Canaries teday. Details about these gatherings can be obtained
by writing to Per Lilliestrd,. Calle Acequia 6, E3812 Los Realejos, Tenerife (Telephone and FAX: +34 22

341659).
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