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by Jonathan E. Reyman
Springfield, lllinois

The photography on the hook dustjacket portrays the shadows of threc inen against the back of a rockshelter. Kidder's figure
(center) casts the longest shadow, just as Kidder, himself, was a central, dominant figure in Southwestern archaeology from 1915-
1940. Indeed. three decades after his death, Kidder still casts a long shadow in the American Southwest: the Pecos Classification
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(1927), developed under his guidance with the help of Tom Waterman and Alfred Kroeber, remains, with modifications, the basic
cultural classificatory system for the Anasazi/historic Pueblo; the Pecos Conference, organized by Kidder and first beld in 1927 at
Pecos Pueblo, is now more than 65 years old and is probably the longest running regional archaeology conference in the Ameri-
cas; Pecos Pueblo, itself, now a national monument, is one of the best known and better preserved Pueblo sites; and Kidder's work
at Pecos, especially his stratigraphic and ceramic studies (the latter in conjunction with Anna Shepard), were models for later
archaeological fieldwork and reporting, though a final report on the Pecos excavations was never published.

Alfred Vincent Kidder (1885-1963) is the only American archucologist for whom an award is named honoring lifelong achicve-
ment in Amcrican Archacology (the award numed for Emil Haury honors work in the Southwest). Such was Kidder's importance
that that this volume is the sgeond published biography (the first was Woodbury 1973) in addition (o several lengthy biographical
articles (e.g. Wauchope 1965; Willey 1967) and at teast one cxtended critique of his work (Taylor 1948:46-68).

Givens' aim (p. xi) is "to find out as much as possible about Kidder as a man and as an archaeologist, with special attention to his
contributions to the development of Americanist archaeology." To a significant extent he achieves this, though one wishes for a
[longer, fuller treatment of his subject. In this Givens was thwarted by the financial exigencies of modem publishing; about half
‘the material was cut by the publisher (Givens: personal communication) leaving us with a fine but incomplete account, as
discussed below. There is hope, however, that if this volume sells well, a revised and gxpanded version will be forthcoming,
Nevertheless, for the purposes of this review, let us consider what we have rather than what might have been.

The problem is were to start: Kidder had a long archaeological career beginning in the summer of 1907 with his introduction to
fieldwork in Utah and Colorado under the nominal direction of Edgar Lee Hewett, and "officially” concluding with his retirement
of 1950 as Chair of the Division of Historical Research at the Camegie Institution of Washington. After retirement, Kidder
continued to do research and to publish. Givens (p. 200) lists his last publication as 1961, so Kidder's career spanned some 55
years.

Kidder is best known for his 1915-1929 work at Pecos Pueblo, for his carly (1924) major synthesis, Ar Introduction to the Study
of Southwestern Archaeology, and for his work in the Maya area, especially, perhaps, at Kaminaljuyd (Kidder, Jennings, and
Shook 1946; Kidder and Shook 1952). Many archacologists, however, especially those interested in the history of Americanist
archaeology, perhaps, consider an carlier work more important than either the Pecos publications or An Introduction to the Study
of Southwestern Archaeology: "The influence of Kidder and Guernsey's Archaeological Explorations in Northeastern Arizona
(1919) has, I believe, been second to none in the development of Southwestern archaeology” (Taylor 1948:49). Yet regardless of
what one believes about the importance of a particular publication or research project, there is no disagreement about Kidder's
importance and influence of the development on Americanist archacology.

At the time Kidder began his fieldwork, there had been almost four decades of archaeological research in the Southwest. Never-
theless, the number of fieldworkers was relatively small, and a few institutions dominated the research. Some such as Hewett
thought the Southwest was well understood archaeologically, but Kidder noted (p. 150) that it "wasn't then and isn't yet {and still
isn't] the sucked orange” Hewett believed it to be.

Then, as now, one fieldworker influenced another. Givens (pp. 40-41) notes that Kidder began an areal survey I 1911; this
unquestionably influenced Kroeber's and Spier's definitive studies at Zuni four years later. Similarly, Nelson's stratigraphic work
at San Cristobal in the Galisteo Basin of New Mexico laid the foundation for Kidder's stratigraphic excavations at Pecos (p. 41);
but the quality of Kidder's research, as his reports indicate and as Givens makes clear, far surpassed Nelson's. Givens notes (p.
50) that Kroeber and Spier also influenced Kidder's stratigraphic fieldwork, a point not generally known. Furthermore, Kidder's
general excavation methods and techniques, chronological framework (especially the emergent Pecos Classification), and pottery
analyses for sites on the Pajarito Plateau and at Pccos set standards for several succeeding generations of Southwestern archaeolo-
gists, much as his later work at Kaminaljuyd did for Mesoamerican archacologists in the 1950s and 1960s.

Taylor (1948), of coursc, has severely criticized Kidder's work at Pecos and Marsh Pass noting that Kidder neither produced a
cultural synthesis for Pecos nor did the kind of anthropological analysis that Kidder, himself, advocated. Ironically, Kidder's
concept of culture (Givens, pp. 95-96), foreshadows Taylor's 1948 use of thc term. At the time Taylor wrole his critique, Kidder's
1958 volume on the Pacos excavations had not appeared, but it would not have satisfied Taylor. In retrospect, in some ways
Taylor's criticism seems unfair, perhaps, most especially, because Taylor, himself never produced a synthesis of his Coahuila
work.

Givens includes the transcript of a 1956 or 1957 interview of Kidder by Gordon Willey in which Kidder modestly notes (p. 149),
"I have always been a fact-gatherer rather than a thinker...I am under no illusions as to my intellect but, if I bave been useful in
Anthropology it has been as a gatherer and a presenter, making available...general significant facts." Although Willey did not
agree with Kidder's assessment of himself (p. 149), it would scem from this that Taylor, to some extent, set a task for Kidder that
Kidder never set for himself. It is also curious that Kidder apparently never wrote either privately (diaries or correspondence) or
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publically any reaction to Taylor's critique. Whatcver his thoughts were, he expresscd them only verbally to friends and col-
leagues (Givens: personal communciation). In keeping with his stated goal of discovering "Kidder as a man"” (p. xi) Givens
pr0vifles ample evidence that Kidder was a genuinely modest, self-effacing, and very privale individual.

It was also at Pecos that Kidder began to develop in depth his idea that archaeology ought to be a multidisciplinary or "pan-
scientific” endeavor (p. 70). This belief was more clearly formulated and stated in his later Maya research, and so was his early
cammitment to what is now called cultural resource management (pp. 99-100). Though Kidder credited the Institusion's Presi-
dent, J.C. Memam, with much of the success of the Division of Historical Research (p. 93), clearly the planning and implementa-
tion of the "Pao-Scientific Approach” were Kidder's doing (pp. 96-100). That did not succeed as fully as Kidder boped was due
more to the lack of funding, as Givens makes clear, than to a lack of vision or will on Kidder's part (Even taking Kidder as his
word that he was basically a "fact-gatherer” rather than a thinker, he knew what questions needed to be asked so that the required
data could be gathered). The lack of funding is a factor that Taylor (1948:50-67) was unaware of, failed to consider, or did not
realize the full importance of with regard to his criticism of Kidder's work at the Carnegie. This is not to say, however, that
Kidder was totally blameless for some of the lack of published results for both his Pccos and Maya research; his joint appointment
at the Phillips Academy and at the Carnegie, especially from 1929-1941, and the travel required made it difficult if not impossible
for him to fulfill his obligations to both (p. 111). This, of course, was his own doing, and undoubtedly his work and overall
productivity suffered from having chosen to accept this dual responsibility.

Among Kidder's notable achievements while at the Carnegie was the 1930 conference at Chichén Itz4 and the early use of aerial
photography for archaeological research. Givens (p. 97) writes that "the conference set the stage for new directions in Middle
American archaeology, just as the Pecos Conference had for Southwest archaeology.” Kidder's interest in aesial photography and
his collaborasion in this regard with Charles Lindbergh had begun during the last (1929) field session at Pecos (p. 146). It
intensified from 1929 through 1931; then March, 1932 kidnapping and murder of the Lindbergh'’s infant son put an end to Charles
Lindbergh's work with the Camegie (p. 101).

Givens concludes his narrative by summarizing Kidder's influence in seven areas of Americanist archaeology: Dirt Archaeology
and Ceramic Evidence; Multidisplinary Research; Direct Historical Approach; Intensive Investigation; Locational Analysis;
Archaeology and History; and Archaeological Administration. Givens considers the last as Kidder's greatest contribution to
Middle American archaeology after his use of the multidisciplinary approach (p. 128).

The main section of the volume ends with Kidder assessing his own contributions. He states (p. 129) "But in twoother quite
distinct ways I think I have been of real service to American archaeology. One was the holding of what I believe was the first
field get-together of anthropologists to report on current activities and discuss matters of common interest..." Oné problem is that
his second contribution is omitted from this quotation, leaving the reader to wonder what Kidder considered it to be.

The five appendices that follow the narrative contain additional text, the Kidder interview, Pecos field notes, an index to Kidder's
personal papers and one for his correspondence at the American Philosophical Society. The last two appendices are especially
useful for scholars of the history American archaeology and anthropology.

Finally, it must be noted that his volume is marred by too many typographic errors and other editing mistakes, a few relatively
serious but most not. The more serious errors are dates and historic facts, e.g. Judd excavated at Pueblo Bonito from-1920-1927,
not 1915-1923 (p. 36) and Kidder's interest in "fundamental laws" (p. 98) was probably derivated from Boas with whom Kidder
bad studied (p. 26). However, these are minor blemishes on this otherwise fine piece of scholarship, and they can be easily
corrected in subsequent prints or in a revised and expanded edition.
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