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Hilary du Cros 2002 Much More Than Stones and Bones. Melbourne University Press. Xviii
+ 204pp. ISBN 0-522-85020-0 (paperback).

This is a book about the changing authority of archaeology (and archaeologists) in Australia
over the last 20 years. It argues that the forces that created archaeology in Australia during
the 1960s and 1970s, which are said to be those of the academy and of science, have since lost
their sway to the field of heritage archaeology and the interests of indigenous people and of
the marginalised in society. Archaeology is now far too culturally and socially significant to
be left in the hands of academic archaeologists. Indeed, the interests of this now minority
group have to ‘managed’ by heritage bureaucrats and others in a way that allows for the
interests of others be given their due.

This argument is largely made by assertion and exemplified by case studies drawn from some
of the most significant heritage sites in the country (both historic and prehistoric) such as Lake
Mungo, First Government House (Sydney), Little Lon (Melbourne), and the cave sites of
south west Tasmania. The book focuses the bulk of its attention on the growing cultural, social
and political significance of archaeology in Australia — on how it has become a lightning rod
for debate about the meaning of Australian history and of relationships between indigenous
Australians and other members of the society.

There has long been agreement about many of these core issues, even among the small group
of academic archaeologists. Indeed the overwhelming impression to be gained from Much
More Than Stones and Bones is of how familiar much of this territory is. While it might be
argued that Du Cros is not writing for professional archaeologists but for others not so
steeped in the debates, the fact remains that Du Cros’ account is generally shallow and
impressionistic. Beginning with a slight and now dated history of Australian archaeology
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(with an extraordinary over-reliance on a few sources) and extending through assertions
based on interviews with archaeologists whose views do not come close to encapsulating the
variety that tend not support he argument, Much More Than Stones and Bones can best be
thought of a very partial history of Australian archaeology. It is, instead, a document
explaining the status quo in heritage archaeology, having little or nothing of substance to say
about the practice of the profession outside those bounds.
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