already known as deoxyribonucleic acid. The identity of the phosphopentose skeleton and the
nucleic bases had been determined, and the concept of 'one gene, one enzyme' had been incorpo
rated into my course earlier that year. The necessity of the mechanistic pattern of life, molded by
natural selection, emerged clearly in my mind in that second of revelation. With all this, in the same
second,] realized clearly that no room or need for deity existed amongst all those submolecules in
what was obviously a genetic code. Since I received my revelation of the lack of need of any super
natural force in the universe in a single intuitive flash of mental construction, building on my knowl
edge of the time, I have been understandably skeptical of revelations of others claimed to emanate
from any such supernatural forces or beings.

As a welcome corollary to my instantaneously new understanding of the total logic of the nature of
the universe and my place in it, came the overwhelming relief, as of a physical weight lifted from my
being, of the knowledge that the guilt loaded upon me by well meaning elders instructing me in
religious dogma in my earlier years was necessarily without foundation; I was instead totally a free
entity, with only my own reason and knowledge to guide my actions in my course through life, and I
have since lived accordingly, master of my own bebavior.
So, as I have written, "I could have answered your question when asked, Virgiui.... but I am glad
that I waited until she was able to understand my answer, for by then I understood it better, too.
In 1965 I thought this essay finished, but in spite of my own opiuion that it was as fine as anything I

had ever written and probably better than anything I would write, I failed to find an editor who
agreed with me. So I put it away. Then early in 1981 J saw a COllISe in adult education, 'Evolution
and Creation', listed by a local community college. Thinking such a course, taught in a public
college, wonld be a well-balanced treatment of an emerging problem. I enrolled. The expectation
was naive; I quickly discovered that the instructor was a devout creationist who knew no genetics
and little evolution, and disbelieved that little. Stimulated by that experience and additional reading
in the creationist literarure, I excavated "Answer to Virginia" from my files, reedited and added to it,
and the final result was then accepted for publication.
Ill.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/bha.12106

BibIiographiC/ArebivaI Material Relating to the History of Archaeology
A_ Works by Our Readership
Jacknis, Ira
2002 The Storage Box of Tradition: Kwakiutl Art,
Anthropologists, and Museums, 1881-1981, Smithsonian Institution
Press, Washington D.e.
Murray, Tim
2002 Why the History of Archaeology Matters", Special Section "Explorations in the History of Archaeology, edited by Nathan
Schlanger,Antiquity,76(291):234-238.
Nash, Stephen E.
2000 "James Louis Giddings' Archaeological Tree-Ring Datiang in
the American Amc: A Forgotten Legacy," ArcticArchaeology,
37(1):60-78.
-

8

-

New Perspectives on the Origins ofAmericanisl Archaeology
2002 edited by David L Browman and Stephen Williams,
University of Alabama Press. Tuscaloosa.
SchJanger, Nathan

2002 "Introduction to 'Explorations in the History of Archaeology,'
edited by Nathan SchJanger, Antiquity, 76(291):127-131.

B. Doctoral DissertationsiMasters Theses
None to report.

C. Works Suggested by Our Readers

"Explorations in the History of Archaeology"

2002 (March) edited by Nathan SchJanger, Antiquity, 76(291): 127238. D.R. Givens
-

Femlund, Kevin J .

2()(x) William Henry Holmes and the Rediscovery of the American
West, University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque. [An excellent biogra
phy by a professional historian of a seminal figure in American archaeology
and the study of primitive technology, especially ceramics and stone working.
The discussion of Holmes' work in Central American could probably have
profited from reference to Benjamin Keen's analysis of Holmes' impact on
Central American arcbaeology and recognition of native artistic movements.
See Benjamin Keen, The Aztec Image in Western Thought, 1971, pp. 405-

409]. - Marlin F. Hawley.
Sacket!, James

2000 "Human Antiquity and the Old Stone Age: The Nineteenth
Century Background to Paleoanthropology," Evolutionary

Anthropology, 9(1):37-49. Marlin F. Hawley.
-

Watson. Peter

2002 The Modern Mind, Harper Collins Publishers, New York.
[Subtitled "An intellectual history of the 20th century", Watson's
book has to be one of a very few mainstream intellectual histories to
include discussions of the achievements of archaeology. with
treabnent of stratigraphic excavation techniques, radiometric dating,
and the origins of humanity, among other topics.]- Marlin F.
Hawley.

-9-

Worster, DonaJd

2001 A River Running West, A Life ofJolm Wesley Powel/,
Oxford University Press, New York. [Major new biography of a
seminal and sometimes controversial figure in American
archaeology and anthropology by a distinquished environmental
historian.) - Marlin F. Hawley.

IV. Books Received
Below are books that have been received for review by the readership of the BHA. All books for
'
review are sent on a first-come-first serve basis. Reviews of the volume selected are due to the
Editor generally one month before (April or October) the publication of each issue of the BHA (May
and November):
Birmingham, Robert A and Leslie E. Eisenberg
2000 Indian Mounds of Wisconson, University of Chicago Press,
Chicago.
Chakrabarti, Dilip K.

1999 India: An Archaeological History, Oxford University Press, New York.
"Cultural Resources and the Interior Department An Overview"
2000 CRM, 22(4), National Parlc Service, Washington D.e.
"Dam Good Archeology"

2000 CRM, 23(1) The Bureau of Reclamation's Cultural Resources Program,
National Park Service, Washington D.e.

Expedition Florida: From Explorati{J1l to Exhibition
2000 Video, lAPS Books, Gainesville.
"Explorations in the History of Archaeology"

2002 (March) edited by Nathan Schlanger, Antiquity, 76(291):127-238.
Historical Perspectives on Midsouth Archaeology
2001 edited by Martha Ann Rolingson, Arkansas Archeological Survey ReSearch
Series 58 , Fayetteville.
Keller, Robert H. and Michael F. Turek

1998 American Indians and National Parks, University of Arizona Press, Thcson.
New Perspectives on the Origins ofAmericanist Archaeology
2002 edited by David L. Browman and Stephen Wllliams, University of Alabama
Press, Tuscaloosa.

-10-

