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VIl. Forthcoming publications

Peter Rowley-Conwy 2007. From Genesis to Prehistory. The Archaeological Three
Age System and its Contested Reception in Denmark, Britain, and Ireland. Oxford:
Oxford University Press. Due out September 2007. ISBN 978-0-19-922774-7.

‘We are now familiar with the Three Age System, the archaeological partitioning of the past into Stone
Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age. It is probably the most fundamental single “fact’ that archaeology
has ever produced; it is to archaeology what Darwinian evolution is to the biological sciences: the
organizing principle that enables the discipline to operate.

And yet, for a discipline concerned with the past, archaeology has been curiously remiss in investigating
the early history of the Three Age System. It seems we regard it as so fundamentally true that we
do not feel the need to explore its ancestry in any detail. Peter Rowley-Conwy’s new study is the
first full treatment of its origins and reception, from its invention in Denmark in the 1830s. Rowley-
Conwy traces the dramatically different ways in which the Three Age System was received in four
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academic communities. After a short dispute it was rapidly adopted in Denmark; in Scotland it was
quickly embraced with enthusiasm; however, in England it came into conflict with the discipline of
ethnology and in Ireland with that of ancient history. In both England and Ireland there was a bitter
and long-drawn-out battle before the Three Age System was finally adopted in the 1870s.

This is a timely and important contribution to both the history of archaeology and the history of
science. Rowley-Conwy’s explanations range from the deep historical to the personal, and come
together to form a fascinating story.





