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Reviewed by Tim Murray

This little book is an excellent attempt to address popular (mis)understandings of a key
archaeological phenomenon — the Swiss Lake Villages. Drawing on the research he undertook
for his recently published doctoral dissertation, Kaeser addresses the history of the
phenomenon, its public reception (and incorporation into national mythologies), and then
provides the basis for a different, more complete, interpretation.

Kaeser deploys his deep understanding of both the history of research into the Lake Villages
and the more recent archaeological and geomorphological work undertaken on them in a way
that enriches understanding without ‘talking down’ to his audience. It is an impressive
achievement and I applaud the publisher for taking the issue seriously enough to promote
widespread discussion. Allied with Museum displays and other public fora, Les Lacustres has
the clear potential to enhance the value of archaeology at the same time as proving the general
public with the resources to achieve a new understanding of what has become a significant
part of their cultural landscape.


brianhole
Typewritten Text
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/bha.14210




