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VII. Death Notices of Colleagues

Jia Lanpo, 92, one of China’s leading archaeologists and a director of Peking Man excavation, died
on July 8, 2001 in Beijing. As director of the fossil site at Zhoukoutian, 50 kilometers (30 miles)
southwest of Beijing, Jia helped discover the first Chinese hominid fossils, dating from the Pleis-
tocene Era, which began 1.8 million years ago. Jia helped unearth 45 Homo erectus fossils, more
than any site in the world has produced, collectively known as the Peking Man fossils. Jia studied
the fossils to piece together how hominids in the region evolved and supported the theory that
modern Chinese could be traced from them. Most of the iemains were lost in World War 11, when, in
an attempt to protect them from the Japanese invaders, American Marines tried to deliver them to a

ship bound for the United States and the American Museum of Natural History. Their whereabouts
still remain a mystery.
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