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by

David L. Browman
Washington University - Saint Louis

This volume contains a short 6 page history of the contributions of Wesley Robert Hurt, Jr., to
Americanist archaeology, along with a 4 page ‘selected’ list of his publications. The review starts with
his career in the Southwest, traces the shift in his research to the Plains, and especially South Dakota,
and then turns to his later change of interest to South America (especially Colombia, Brazil and Uru-
guay). Hurt was born September 20, 1917 in New Mexico, and got into archaeology through his cousin,
Reginald Fisher, who was working for Dr. Edgar L. Hewett. Hurt started out taking Hewett’s Chaco
Canyon Field School, and began working on the Jemez Archaeological project as a high school student
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in the 1930s. After graduating from the University of New Mexico in 1938, he worked from 1938 to
1940 as a WPA Archaeology Project supervisor on Southwest projects, and in 1941 served as the Na-
tional Park Service archaeologist at Canyon de Chelly National Monument.

Hurt entered graduate school at the University of Chicago after the war to work with Fay-Cooper Cole,
but when Cole retired, transferred with Ted Guthe, Tom Lee, Bill Sears, and Hale Smith, to the Univer-
sity of Michigan to complete his graduate work, concentrating upon lithic studies. His 1952 Ph.D. from
Michigan was entitled “A Comparative Study of the Pre-ceramic Occupations of North America.” He
was hired by the University of South Dakota in 1949, and taught there for 14 years, focusing his re-
search on the Paleoamerican and Archaic phase cultures. In 1956, he began his first work in Brazil, and
when he took the job at the Indiana University Museum in 1963, shifted his interest completely to South
American research, again focusing on Paleoamerican and Archaic manifestations, continuing field work
unti] 1988, two years after his 1986 retirement. Hurt died November 3, 1997.

The remainder of the Plew volume includes several papers by Hurt’s colleagues and friends, with contri-

butions on both North and South American cultural evidence, but with no additional history of
Americanist archaeology discussion.
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