
I. Editorial 

I would like to once again survey the readership about the possbility of adding an additional section 
to each issue of the BHA concerning the existence and content of newly created primary archival 
collections relating to the history of archaeology. I have heard only from a few readers/contributors 
in this regard. This section would contain contributions from the readership/contributors in regard to 
primary archival materials recently housed in repositories both public and private. With the current 
interest by both public and private funding agencies in preserving the anthropological record, it 
seems advisable that the BHA should address the creation and announce the location of new primary 
archival collections as they are formed. Through this new section in each issue, the BHA would add 
another usable source of information that its readership could benefit from. 

I look forward to any and all communications on this idea. 

Douglas R. Givens. Editor 
Bulletin of the History of Archaeology 

IT. Discourse on the History of Archaeology 

The History of Stratigraphic Excavation In Latin American Archaeology: A New 
Look 

Introduction: 

by 

Daniel Schavilzon 
University of Buenos Aires, 

Allow me to do some history of archaeology. In 1984 and jointly with Jaime Litvak King. we 
organized a congress that gathered at the UNAM. Mexico, with the purpose of paying homage to 
Ignacio Bemal called ''The History of Archaeology in Mexico." On that occasion my paper raised 
heated controversies, as it revised the origins of stratigraphy in Mexico, a country in which the 
image of Manuel Gamio was highly respected and admired, while William Holmes. in those days, 
happened to be a perfect nobody. In 1986. an English version of that paper was presented at the First 
World Archaeological Congress of Southampton. In the meantime, Gordon Willey sent me a letter 
telling me about his interest for my rediscovery of Holmes' work in Mexico, his work taking place in 
1884. I wrote back to him with additional infonnation which he used to complete a review he was in 

the process of writing (Willey 1994) on David J. Meltzer and Robert C. Dunnell's book about 
Holmes (1992). He also wrote how excited he was for my having pointed to the French Scientific 
Mission in Mexico (1864-f847) as those who initiated scientific archaeology in Mexico and as the 
fll'St to introduce the notions of applying certain special techniques for excavation such as excavation 
in stratigraphic layers (Schav61z0n 1994). 
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