DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/bha.07210

Cambridge Illustrated History of Archaeology, edited by Paul G. Bahn, Cambridge University Press, New
York, 1996, vii-xiii+386 pages.

by

Douglas R. Givens
Department of Anthropology
Saint Louis Community College-Meramec

The Cambridge 1llustrated History of Archaeology is another in a series of volumes devoted to the history of
archasology that have appeared in recent time. Paul Bahn, the editor of the volume, has broken down his
coverage of the history of worldwide archaeology into the following arrangement: “The Archaeology of
Archaeology”, “Old Worlds and New, 1500-1760”, “ Antiquarians and Explorers, 1760-1820”, “Science and
Romanticism, 1820-1860", “The Search for Human Origins, 1860-1920”, Archaeology Comes of Age,
1920-1960”, “New Techniques and Competing Philosophies, 1960-1990", and ‘“‘Current Controversies and
Future Trends”. Bahn’s volume explores many of the major developments in archaeological practice from
both in the classical world and was as from the practice of archaeology in the Americas. The volume even
gives the reader a glimpse into the origins and growth of archaeology in New Zealand. Of particular interest
is coverage of the history of early archaeological efforts having to do with early studies of human origins.
This topic is rarely part of any published history of archaeology and the reader will greatly benefit from the
discussion. The reader is also given an excellent discussion of many of the well-known and less well-
known discoveries in both the ancient and New Worlds. The text of the volume is supported with excellent
illustrations and rare photographs/paintings of early archaeologists. On the whole the volume is an excellent
introduction to the origins and development of archaeology and will serve as a good starting point to learn
more by students having an interest in the history of science, particularly in the history of archaeology. This
volume is recommended to become a part of the reference collections of libraries in universities and col-

leges.
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