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Like many of the endeavors by The Oxford University Press in the history of archaeology, The Oxford
Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East is one of the most important compendium’s of information
comprising the history of Near Eastern Archaeology in recent ime. Eric M. Meyers (Professor of Religion
and Archaeology, Duke University), the Editor in Chief of the volume series, has done a masterful job of
bringing together of wide variety of site information and biographical synposes of Near Eastern archaeolo-
gists into a series of five volumes which are not only “user friendly” but “worth their weight in gold” for
scholars and interested readers of the history of Near Eastern Archaeology. The wealth of information at the
fingertips of the prospective researcher or interested reader is enormous. Although vast in its scope, the user
of the volumes will find it easily accessible and of true value as a research tool. Meyers has brought to-
gether the expertise of a vast number of contributors which were carefully nudged together to produce a
volume series of superlative quality and unestimateable value to those interested in the history of Near
Eastern archaeology. Meyers wisely selected William G. Dever (Professor of Near Eastern Archaeology and
Anthropology, University of Arizona, Carol L. Meyers (Professor of Biblical Studies and Archaeology,
Duke University), James D. Muhly (Professor of Ancient History, University of Pennsylvania; and Director-
elect, American School of Classical Studies, Athens), Dennis Pardee (Professor of Northwest Semitic
Philology, University of Chicago), and James A. Sauer, Research Associate, Semitic Museum, Harvard
University) as editors of the volume series. Together their editorial expertise and that of Eric Meyers has
produced one of the most important sources of information on the history of Near Eastem archaeology
published in recent memory. The contributions to each of the volumes in the series have been meticulously
edited, appropriately illustrated, and provide the reader with a concise yet detailed history of Near Eastern
archaeology which is useable to both scholar and general reader.

The volume series is most comprehensive. What is valuable to the reader is the attention paid by the edito-
rial board of the volume series to all manner of sites throughout the Near Eastern area, not just the well-
known or the well-documented. This alone makes the volume series of great importance to prospective
readers and an excellent tool to begin a thorough study of the origins and development of Near Eastern
archaeology. Finally in one volume series, one can find an excellent summation of the conduct of Near
Eastern archaeology prosecuted over a great number of years.

Both discussions of sites and biographical sketches of the Near Eastern archaeological community involved
with the discovery and documentation of the archaeology of the area so well presented that the reader will
find very little to complain about with regard to the series value as a research tool or as a place to provide a
good start for the general reader interested in the archaeology of the Near East.
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Each volume is concise yet highly detailed as to each contribution. The editors of the series did an excellent
job in their solicitation of contributions. Some of the pieces presented in the series actually provide a
discussion of the intellectual climate in which discoveries and contributions were made, thusly enhancing
the usability of the volume series for the reader.

Departments of Anthropology at both universities and colleges should acquire this source as a reference tool
for their students. Reference departments in libraries in both colleges and universities should acquire this
volume series for the benefit of their patrons. It is indispensable! Finally, those scholars to are intimately
involved with writing the history of Near Eastern archaeology add this source to their own personal library.
What a valued and “searchable” source it will be found to be.

Eric Meyers, his editorial board, and the contributors to the volume should be congratulated on a job well
done. This series should be considered a mandatory addition to any historian of archaeology’s library, It

will remain one of the most important tools of the historical development of Near Eastern archaeology for
many years to come.

11





