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This is a fascinating book dealing with a memorable character. To really understand all the trials and tribulations associated with
the discover of Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922, one must read this book more than once.

This book should be read first as a character study of a complex individual who rose from humble beginnings in Norfolk, En-
gland, to perhaps the most famous archaeologist of this century. Howard Carter was a gifted child whose drawings of antiquities
attracted the attention of Lord and Lady Amherst who sponsored his first trip to Egypt as an assistant dranghtsman ander she
supervision of Flinders Petrie. Petrie had already established a reputation for himself as an Egyptologist and, unless one had the
eye and skills as exhibited by Carter, there would have been little or no chance for such a job or assignment.

Carter had the eye as well as the feel for detail and color. A stickler for minutiae, he quickly eamed the respect and admiration of
those who relied upon him to supply what others may have considered chores and bores. The stress here is on “admiration™ and
“respect.” rather than feelings of friendship and personal likes. Carter was not a man one could love - he was first and foremost a
curmudgeon who, as time passed, became more and more conscious of his impanance.
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In 1907 Carter became a partner in the Sth Earl of Camarvon. This partnership in itself makes for fascinating reading and one
quickly gains the irapression that this, indeed, was a strange as well as strained relationship. The interest of both men, however,
were so closely interrelated that many of their public as well as privase quarrels had to be patched up in order that the quest both
were after had to be realized.

As anyonc familiar with Egyptology and archacology well knows, work under the conditions existing in Egypt, cspecially the
Valley of the Kings, was slow. Perhaps the physical strains were not as relevant as the mental exhaustion and the stress suffered
by those who felt they were about to discover something spectacular, only to be disappointed time and time again.

It will take no Icss than fiftecn years of obstinate pursuit of a single goal that Carter and his team finally discovercd the intact
tomb of Tutankhamen. As both Carter and his team finally discovcred the consequences of this discovery on November 4, 1922,
were perhaps worse as far as stress was concemed then anything experienced heretofore.

This then brings us to the need for a second reading of this fascinating book. The reader should now concentrate on the mania
which followed the discovery. Itis at this junctare that Carter and his team were subjected to the worse pursuit by the press and
curiosity seekers one can imagine, Carter, already a taciturn and lonely character, was now in the world’s spotlight and, because
of what he was, he was the last person who should have been subjected to these kind of pressures! The press, intrigues by the
French and Egyptian governments, numberless “famous” visitors, international academic circles, all of these applied pressures
Carter was ill suited to cope with or even tolerate. Thus, the second time around, the reader will soon discern, there were not
many of these who did not become involved in quarrels and arguments with Carter. And thus it came about that, for the next ten
years, Howard Carter grew more lonely and bitter. He counld have achieved high honors, perhaps even a lordship, but his natnre
stood between honors and rewards,

In some respects, this is a sad book as one gets the feeling that the discoverer of Tutankhamun’s tomb deserved better than just
immortality connected with this discovery. Yet, at the same time, Career was master of his fate and, perhaps, less stubborness and
greater tolerance may have resulted in more satisfactory years than he experienced as an embittered and loncly man.

This work offers a number of fields one can select - archaeological, psychological, political, overt and covert machinations, etc.
All of them are elegantly covered by the author. Allin all, this is a book which is a “must” in any library, be it private or public.
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