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McGauire, an archaeologist working primarily in the desert Southwest, presents a critical overview of major theoretical approaches
in contemporary archaeology, comparing them to a Marxist perspective be derives principally from Bertell Ollman. (In a foot-.
note, McGuire describes his parent’s divorce catapulting him from middle-to-working-class status as a significant factor in his
own search for a view of history compatible with his personal experiences.)

Intended to clarify and argue for his particular Marxist approach, McGuire's discussions on various archaeological views of
history and society are more or less cursory as history of archacology. The book does give a synopsis, and is valuable for its
inclusion of the usually neglected Latin American theorists. McGuire is more radical a Marxist than Trigger, so his critiques tend
to be sharper and are worth the consideration of serious students of theory in archaeology.

The last third of McGuire’s book includes a case study in Hohokam archaeology, the site of La Ciudad in present-day Phoenix,
Arizona. McGuire 1ools for evidence of social principles, 1deology, and conflict, and finds an earlier, Yuman-like egahmmn

ideology eventually yielding to an openly class-structured community. He is not abashed to use ethnographic analogy in reading
his data.

Overall, McGuire has covered the Marxist archaeology literature reasonably well, and offers an informed rather than trendy
Marxist approach, emphasizing the dialectic of social history even as it now encompasses American Indians together with
archacologiste. For methodology of science, McGuire intelligently relies principally on Kelley and Hanen (1988). One lacuna is
any reference to Guy Gibbon's brilliant 1989 Explanation in Archaeology. We should also mention careless copy-editing
confusing some sentences and misspelled several names. Overall, the book is a useful, often sharp, critique.
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