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V. B o ok/J o u rnal  Arti cle Revi ews 

The Davenport Conspiracy Revisited , by Marshal l  McKusick, 
I owa State Un iversity Press, Ames. 

Al l the components of a n ineteenth centu ry mystery novel are 
contai ned in the Davenport Conspiracy Revisited - - an e lusive race 
of mysterious "Mound Bui lders", c lergymen with flawed characters, 
pranksters who overestimated the i r  abi l i ty to take a joke,  a 
stubborn lawyer, a near deathbed confession -- the o nly difference 
is that this is no nove l ,  it actually happened. In  this book, McKusik 
chron ic les the ci rcu mstances surrounding the d iscovery by 
n ineteenth centu ry antiq uarians of al leged "Mound Bu i lder" artifacts 
in burial mounds in the Quad Cities area of Iowa and I l l inois. The 
di scovery caused cons iderable debate in the scientific commun ity at 
the time ,  a nd has even recently resurfaced in  popu lar l iterature 
concern ing early European " invas ions" of Americas . 

The late n ineteenth century setting for the Da venport Conspiracy 
was the formative period of American anthropology and archaeo logy. 
M uch archaeolog ical exploration was conducted by amateurs based in 
loca l  scientific "academies" that functioned mo re as socia l c lubs 
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than scientifi c organ izations.  A major research question was the 
o rig in  of the American I nd ians and what. if any, re lationsh ip they 
had to the many earthworks found throughout the eastern Un ited 
States. A popular theory was that a " lost race" of Mound Bu i lders, 
perhaps lost Israel ites or  European invaders, had bu ilt the mounds 
prior to settle me nt by the Indian tribes who inhabited the area at 
the time of European discovery. The various academies were in 
competition to find ind isputable eviden ce of this lost race and its 
Old World or ig ins,  and to legit imize themselves as scholarly 
o rgan izations. The setting was thus r ipe for forgeries, hoaxes.  and 
contested claims .  

To summarize the p lot furthe r wou ld spoi l the story of readers . It 
can be said, however, that McKusick has done an admi rable job of 
solving the mystery of the conspiracy and presenting the story i n  a 
readable , but scholarly fashion .  Chapter 1 7 , "The Extent of the 
Conspiracy" is especia l ly helpfu l in  pu l l ing together al l  of the l i nes 
of evidence for the conspiracy, and summarizing the roles played by 
the various "characters" .  The book has numerous photographs and 
l ine d rawings that serve both to i l lustrate the story and to provide 
evidence. The type-face is rather smal l and may prove d ifficu l t  for 
persons  with vision problems. Despite this minor problem ,  the book 
should be enjoyed by anyone interested in the h istory of archaeo logy, 
the local h istory of the Quad Cities, o r  just as an i ntrigu in g  mystery .  
The book also makes an i mportant contribution toward u nderstanding 
the development of scientific claims that are not backed by 
com petent  scientifi c  methodology. 

Lynne P. Sul l ivan 
New York State M useum 

Keneti: South Seas Adventures of Kenneth Emory, by Bob Krause 
Un iversity of Hawaii Press, 1 988 , 41 9+ix , i l L ,  index , $35 .00 

Most American archaeologists have not heard of Kenneth Emory, even 
though he is one of the senior American archaeologists . The problem 
is that he  l ives and did much of h is work in the only state not in  
North Ame rica, an  area not normally included in overviews or 
h i stories of "American"  archaeology. 
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