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for he had shelved his own ambitions many years before. However, Gadd still nursed an ambition to 
publish his findings on the Mildenhall Treasure; to which Lethbridge was called as an expert witness 
at the inquest.

During the spring and summer months of  2007, I made a couple of  visits to John’s Dorset home and 
collected a wealth of  information, prepared for me by John, for inclusion in my biography. Although 
Lethbridge never kept a formal diary, the Gadd collection contained a number of  logbooks that 
Lethbridge had kept during his numerous sea voyages around the coast of  Britain and in Arctic and 
Baltic waters. The information enabled me to compile an appendix of  Lethbridge’s annual maritime 
excursions. Gadd’s collection also contained fascinating correspondence between Lethbridge and 
his good friend Thomas Kendrick, then Director and Principal Librarian of  the British Museum. 
There were also a number of  insightful letters from James Whittaker, Managing Director of  
publishers Andrew Melrose that demonstrated the sardonic wit and humour that he and Lethbridge 
shared. The Gadd Archive included a fine selection of  Lethbridge’s sketches and watercolours and 
beautifully detailed archaeological illustrations relating to his digs at Hollywell Row, Shudy Camps 
and Burwell.

Since taking possession of  the archive in 1973, John Gadd has taken curator care of  the collection and 
he is to be commended for his efforts, for without his intervention it is likely that many of  the items 
would have been lost or discarded during Mina Lethbridge’s move from Hole House in 1973. Having 
achieved his objective: seeing the completion of  a Lethbridge biography, John Gadd has since sold his 
collection to the Cambridge University Library. In doing so, he has fulfilled Mina’s desire to see her 
husband’s archive returned to Cambridge.

At the time of  writing, my Lethbridge biography remains unpublished. My literary agent, Jeffrey 
Simmons has made dozens of  approaches to publishing houses, but none consider the work 
commercially viable to issue. However, as I write, we persevere with our quest to seek a publisher for 
the life story of  one of  the most extraordinary minds of  the 20th century.
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