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VIll. Conference reports

Report on Childe Conference Held in Durham
Report by Rana Daroogheh, AREA/PhD Student, Department of Archaeology, Durham University

More than fifty guests from local and foreign archaeological organizations visited Durham University
on December 1 2007, to pay tribute to the late Professor Gordon Childe on the 50th anniversary of
his death. The conference was funded by the Prehistoric Society, the Department of Archaeology at
Durham University and the AREA Project, with the aim of celebrating Childe’s vast contributions to
the field of archaeology with a series of lectures reflecting his many archaeological interests, such as:
the origins of civilizations, economic pre-history, settlement typologies and Marxist ideas in theory
of archaeology.

Lectures were divided accordingly into two parts: the first — ‘Childe in History” and the second —
‘Childe and Knowledge’. The first speaker was Professor Jacek Lech (Polish Academy of Science,
Warsaw) who appropriately started the conference with an overall evaluation of Childe’s achievements
throughout his life. He was followed by Professor Timothy Champion (University of Southampton)
who analysed Childe’s reasons for choosing Oxford to broaden his education after leaving Australia.
Professor lan Ralston (University of Edinburgh) continued to trace Childe’s career in Britain by
assessing his achievements at the University of Edinburgh as teacher and researcher. Professor David
Harris (University College of London) moved on by examining Childe’s experience as the director of
the London Institute of Archaeology and his influence on the formation of archaeology as a global
discipline. The first part of the conference was brought to an end with a lecture by Dr. Margarita
Diaz-Andreu (Durham University) who focused her discussion on the influence and reception of
Childe’s ideas in an international context, before and after his death.

The second part of the conference began with a lecture from Dr. John Chapman (Durham University)
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who surveyed Childe’s views on Danube pre-historic settlement, settlement topology and the influence
of economic systems on settlement patterns. The next paper by Professor Elizbieta Jastrzebowska
(Accademia Polacca di Roma) reviewed the influence of Childe’s historical and political interests on
his perception of the late antiquity and its evaluation as a ‘Dark Age’.

The conference continued with a presentation by Mr Mark Manuel and Professor Robin Coningham
(Durham University) who analyzed Gordon Childe’s contributions to the understanding of
social organization and the origin of Indus civilization. Professor Peter Rowley-Conwy (Durham
University) followed by discussing Childe’s views on the concept of culture. The next paper by Mr
Peter Gathercole (Darwin College, Cambridge) was concerned with Childe’s Marxist ideas and the
traces of its presence in his academic work. The conference was appropriately brought to an end
by Professor Don Brothwell (York University) whom having been one of Childe’s many students
managed to both ‘put a face to” and describe the man who had achieved many great things in the field
of archaeology.

The conference was well attended and was followed by lively discussions not only during the conference,
but also at coffee and lunch breaks, and later over dinner. Over the past few years, the Department of
Archaeology at Durham University has managed to become one of the most prominent departments
in the history of archaeology due to the interests of many of its researchers in this relatively new
but already well-established field of archaeology. It is this interest that had led to the privilege of
being able to hold, and continue to hold many significant conferences on the history of archaeology
in this department at Durham University. Details about its conferences and workshops can be found
on http://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology/research/groupings/history of archaeology/.






