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and some newer perspectives. The book is very sensibly divided into chunks of  narrative neatly arranged 
chronologically. Part I: Lost Kingdoms and Biblical lands; II: Consuls and cuneiform; III: Palaces of  
kings; IV: Tablets and tells, and V: Science and nationalism. The story unfolds gently and we see the 
central theme of  the work – the growth of  scientific archaeology from the activities of  enthusiasts, 
tomb-robbers and adventurers to an archaeology conducted scientifically and for the interests of  the 
Iraqi. While we still have very little discussion of  post World War II archaeology – especially of  the 
work of  such giants as Braidwood and Adams (nor indeed of  the fierce debates about agricultural 
origins or the origins of  empires), we now have a very significant discussion concerning the recent 
fate of  archaeological remains (both in the field and in the National Museum) in contemporary Iraq. 
This is an important statement from Fagan about what he rightly calls a catastrophe – the looting of  
the National Museum and other sites around the country, and the dispersal of  many of  their most 
important treasures into the shadowy world of  the illegal antiquities trade. Fagan’s analysis is direct 
and uncompromising – this is a catastrophe that was avoidable. The fact of  the looting is something 
that diminishes us all. Fagan perfectly captures the enormity of  our loss in the closing paragraph:

Does archaeology have a future in a world obsessed with celebrity, profits and immediate 
gratification? In Mesopotamia, the scene of  so many scientific triumphs, we are witnessing the 
past vanishing as if  it had never been. Essentially, we have returned to the freewheeling days of  
the nineteenth century. Will this scenario of  destruction and virtually uncontrolled looting be 
allowed to continue? Will there ever be a new generation of  archaeological research that builds 
on the solid accomplishments of  earlier scholars? (p. 342).

VI. Forthcoming publications

Oxford University Press has agreed to publish a reader on the history of  archaeology (edited by Tim 
Murray and Chris Evans) during 2008.

VII. Announcements

La Tène, 1857–2007: a reevaluation

Funded by the Swiss National Foundation, this new, collective research project aims at an exhaustive 
reevaluation of  the documentary corpus of  the site of  La Tène (Lake Neuchâtel, Switzerland). As 
a matter of  fact, the celebrity of  this emblematic site and the current practices of  exchange in the 
nineteenth century led to a considerable dispersion of  the archaeological material, as well as the 
pertaining documentation (drawings, photographs, etc.). Under those circumstances, we shall be 
looking for all possible information in various museums and archaeological institutions, in Europe and on the 
American Continent. In a second step, we shall analyze the specific role of  the weapons represented 
in La Tène, in the context of  Celtic Europe of  the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC.

This will provide the necessary basis for a reinterpretation of  La Tène and its function. Actually, the 
project is in response to the reiterated requests from all specialists of  Celtic archaeology, providing 
opportunities for future studies. All colleagues ready to contribute to the constitution of  the database 
will be given access to it.
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